The trouble in this prescription is that hydrocyanic acid converts calomel, the mercurous salt, into the mercuric, and a black powder which readily yields metallic mercury results. This reaction is probably common to all mercurous salts, in accordance with the following equation:
Hg2Cl2+4HCN=H2Hg(CN)4+2HCl+Hg.
The best way of dealing with the above prescription so as to retard or prevent the interaction is to triturate the calomel with the paraffin, and the hydrocyanic acid with the wool fat, the two compounds being then mixed together to make the completed ointment.
